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It was impossible to be kinder or more encouraging. He took
our daughter's head in his hands, as we knelt at Ms feet, and said,
*Mon enfant, il faut revenir me voir/ He gave us several times
over his blessing, and told us, as Cardinal Rampolla had told us
the night before, to take courage, not to mind difficulties, and to
persevere in our work, which would surely bring God's blessing
upon us and all connected with it.47

The Halifaxes then went on to Florence, to stay with Lady
Crawford, Frederick Wood's mother-in-law, who was also en-
tertaining the Archbishop and Mrs. Benson at her villa.

The Archbishop noted in his diary:

April 2Oth. Very long talk with Halifax about his interviews
with the Pope, Rampolla, Duchesne, von Hiigel, Gasparri,
Gasquet, Vaughan, etc., etc., at Rome. He has, he says, prevented
the Holy Office from pronouncing against our English Orders
directly or indirectly.* The subject new to Romans. English
Roman Catholics bitterest against them, French rather disposed to
take Portal's part, Duchesne quite clear of their validity. Halifax
does not seem to have done harm or compromised us, but to have
made himself pleasant to them. It is not a very important question,
for if they admit them, we can but hope they may go a litde
further in enquiring. But they will only have come to what we
know without a doubt. Halifax thinks the matter should now
wait for the Pope's Encyclical to our nation. It is an academic
affair. But good feeling is a gain.48

On the day that the entry was made, Leo XIII's Letter Ad
Anglos was published. It followed, with important exceptions,
the lines of the draft which Halifax had submitted to the Pope
with his memorandum on March 2ist. The letter described the
Pope's affectionate feelings towards the English people, their
historic association with Rome, and the evils of schism. He

*Halifax did not accept this as a perfectly accurate account of what he had
said.